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Introduction

This book contains a collection of compositions for the piano written by Mikhail Alperin. Alperin was

an outstanding musician, a professor of music at the Norwegian Academy of Music in Oslo, a unique jazz
pianist, the recipient of the prestigious Edvard Grieg prize, and a prolific recording artist on the ECM label.
He was one of the only Soviet-born jazz musicians who enjoyed a truly successful international career.

Unfortunately, this music is being published at a time when Mikhail (Misha) is no longer with us.

He had always dreamed of seeing his music in print, since his fellow colleagues and students often
expressed a desire to play his music. Misha never put his compositions “on paper” as complete pieces.
Instead, he made some brief sketches which outline the main ideas, thereby reserving the right to play
this or that piece in a different way each time. As such, we faced a very challenging task of transcribing his

compositions using audio and video recordings, trying to make the transcriptions as accurate as possible.

Throughout his career, Misha worked to eliminate the boundaries between different musical genres -
classical, jazz, folk, and improvised music - and created his own musical language - unique and inimitable.
Simplicity and clarity of musical intention and presentation were crucial for Misha, as was his constant
openness to new ideas. We hope this publication will encourage many musicians to delve more deeply
into the world of their own musical imagery and serve as a good example of the search for one’s own
individuality and uniqueness.

Evelina Petrova

ITOT a/1b6OM - KOMIUJISALUSA KOMIIO3ULUH JJ151 pOsiisl BbIJAIOLIErocst My3blKaHTa, MTMAHUCTA,
KOMIOo3uTOpa, npodeccopa HopBexckoit Akagemuu Mysbiku B Ocsio, Muxausia AnbliepuHa. Jlaypeat
npemuu JaBap/a ['pura, apTUCT My3bIKaabHOTO Jjiek61a ECM - OH 0ZiMH U3 HEMHOTUX MY3bIKAaHTOB,
BbIXO/i1eB U3 O6bIBIIero CCCP, KoTopoMy yZia/ioch CAeNaTh YCIEeNHY0 Kapbepy Kak Ha eBPOIeCcKon, Tak
Y Ha MUPOBOU CLIeHe.

K coxxasieHu10, 3TOT aibOOM BBIXOAUT MOCJIE €r0 yX0/a U3 3TOro Mupa. Muxauia (Muia) Bcerjja MeuTast
0 COOpHHUKE CBOUX MbeC, TaK KaK HEPEJIKO CJIbILIAJ OT KOJIJIET-My3bIKAHTOB U CTYZIEHTOB O *KeJIaHUU
WUrpaTh ero My3bIKy. MUIlla HUKOT/]A He 3alKUChIBaJ CBOU KOMIIO3ULIMHK HA HOTHI, 33 UCKJIIOYeHHEM
HeOOJIbIIUX KOPOTKUX 3aMeToK. OH NpeAnouYuTal He BTUCKUBATD MY3bIKy B PAMKHU HOT, HO KaK ObI
TBOPUTD €€ KXK/IbIH pa3 3aHoBO. [I0aTOMy npezcTosiia 60Jibias paboTa Mo TPAHCKPUIIIUU eT0
NPOU3BEJIEHUH C ayiU0 U BUJE0 HOCUTEJIEN.

Bcto cBO10 TBOPUYECKYIO )KM3Hb MHUIIA CTPEMUJICS CTEPETh IPAHULbI MEX/AY XKaHpPaMH,

MeX/1y aKaJleMUYeCKON My3bIKOH U GOIbKIOPOM, MEX/1y UMITPOBU3ALIMEN U KAMEPHON MY3bIKOM.
3acTaBUTb BCe 3ByYaTh KaK HOBBIH SI3bIK, HE UMK rpaHull. [IpocToTa n3ioKeHUs OblIa IJIaBHOU
ero 0co6eHHOCTb10. OH CBOGOIHO OTHOCUJICS K MYy3bIKaJbHOMY MaTepHasly U OblJ BCer/ia OTKPbIT HOBBIM
ujesaM. HasieeMcs, aTOT COOPHUK Oy/leT He TOJIbKO TOBO/OM /IJISI MHOT'MX MY3bIKaHTOB YIVIYOUTbCS

B CBOM BHYTPEHHUH UCTOYHUK GaHTA3UU U BOOOPAXKEHHS], HO U MOCIY>KUT IPUMEPOM MOUCKA CBOeH
COGCTBEHHOW MH/IUBU/IyaJIbHOCTH U YHUKAJIbHOCTH.

JdBesvHa [leTpoBa
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April in February
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stop the metronome
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Her first dance
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Her first dance
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To F. Chopin
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Jewish Boy
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Transcription sources and details on the music

The sources for the transcriptions in this publication are two CDs,
Soundcloud streaming files and other recordings.

CDs

Athome, ECM 1768, 2001
Pieces from At home: At home, Shadows, Nostalgia, Nightfall

Her first dance, ECM 1995, 2008

Pieces from Her first dance: April in February, Her first dance, Tiflis, Jump

Music, JARO 4214-2, 1998

Piece from Music: Jeg er norsk i dag

Soundcloud streaming files

Pieces from Soundcloud album Alone in the hall accessed at

https://soundcloud.com/mikhail-alperin/ Giardini di Boboli, To F. Chopin,
Rain, Lullaby, Jewish boy

Other recordings

The piece Jeg er norsk i dag is also transcribed from a recording
done at a solo concert in Parma, 2006.

Some details on the music

The pieces in this publication are all for piano solo, but for some there are other original scores:

Jeg er norsk i dag, originally for piano, percussion and clarinet trio
Her first dance, originally for piano and flugelhorn duet
Tiflis, originally for piano, cello and french horn trio

Hit, originally for project ensemble. Alperin himself adjusted the piece for solo piano from the
project for ensemble (2014).
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https://soundcloud.com/mikhail-alperin/

This book contains a collection of
compositions for the piano written
by Mikhail Alperin (1956-2018).

An outstanding musician and a
unique jazz pianist, Alperin was
teaching at the Norwegian Academy
of Music in Oslo from 1995, as
professor in improvised music/jazz
piano from 2007.

He was the recipient of the
prestigious Edvard Grieg prize,

and a prolific recording artist on
the ECM label. Alperin was one of
the only Soviet-born jazz musicians
who enjoyed a truly successful
international career.

In this collection, his wife Evelina
Petrova and Misha’s student pianist
Roksana Smirnova transcribed the
pieces from CDs and a streaming
aloum on Soundcloud. Petrova also
wrote an introductory text.
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