Mikhail Alperin

5 piano pieces

| Noﬂr‘ RT
| The Arne Nordheim

Centre fo

)@
)



Mikhail Alperin

15 piano pieces

NMH Publications 2020:8



© Norwegian Academy of Music and Evelina Petrova

The transcripts are reproduced with kind permission from Evelina Petrova.
Publisher of transcripted CDs At Home and Her first dance: ECM Records / Verlag,
Edition Zeitgendssische Musik GmbH

Publisher of transcripted CD Music: JARO Medien GmbH

NMH Publications 2020:8

ISMN 979-0-9005146-0-8 (print)
ISMN 979-0-9005146-1-5 (PDF)
ISSN 0333-3760

ISSN 2535-373X (online)

Photos: © Alfredo Barbuti

Norwegian Academy of Music

PO Box 5190 Majorstua

0302 OSLO

Phone: +47 23 36 70 00

post@nmh.no
https://nmh.no/en/research/publications

Typeset and print: Bodoni, Oslo, 2020

Contents / ComepxaHue

Introduction / Bctynsienue

Music / Mysbika

At home - Jloma

April in February - Anpesnib B peBpaiie
Jeg er norskidag - I HopBexern cerofHs
Her first dance - Ee nepBbIii TaHer]
Giardino di Boboli - Cagip1 Bo6osu

To F. Chopin - ITocBsimenue Hloneny
Tiflis - Tuduc

Rain - Jloxxab

Shadows - Tenu

Nostalgia - Hoctanbrus

Jump - I[IppoKOK

Lullaby - Kosibi6esnbHas

Jewish boy - EBpelickuii Manbuuk
Nightfall - Cymepku

Hit - Xut

Transcription sources and details on the music /
U CcTOYHUKY TPAaHCKPUIILUHU U AeTanu o My3bike (english)

10
12
14
19
22
24
26
29

32
34
36
43
46
50
52

57


mailto:post%40nmh.no?subject=
https://nmh.no/en/research/publications

Introduction

This book contains a collection of compositions for the piano written by Mikhail Alperin. Alperin was

an outstanding musician, a professor of music at the Norwegian Academy of Music in Oslo, a unique jazz
pianist, the recipient of the prestigious Edvard Grieg prize, and a prolific recording artist on the ECM label.
He was one of the only Soviet-born jazz musicians who enjoyed a truly successful international career.

Unfortunately, this music is being published at a time when Mikhail (Misha) is no longer with us.

He had always dreamed of seeing his music in print, since his fellow colleagues and students often
expressed a desire to play his music. Misha never put his compositions “on paper” as complete pieces.
Instead, he made some brief sketches which outline the main ideas, thereby reserving the right to play
this or that piece in a different way each time. As such, we faced a very challenging task of transcribing his

compositions using audio and video recordings, trying to make the transcriptions as accurate as possible.

Throughout his career, Misha worked to eliminate the boundaries between different musical genres -
classical, jazz, folk, and improvised music - and created his own musical language - unique and inimitable.
Simplicity and clarity of musical intention and presentation were crucial for Misha, as was his constant
openness to new ideas. We hope this publication will encourage many musicians to delve more deeply
into the world of their own musical imagery and serve as a good example of the search for one’s own
individuality and uniqueness.

Evelina Petrova

ITOT a/1b6OM - KOMIUJISALUSA KOMIIO3ULUH [ pOsiisl BbIJAIOLErocs My3blKaHTa, MTMAHUCTA,
KOMI03UTOpa, npodeccopa Hopeexckoit Akagemunu Mysbiku B Ocsio, Muxausaa AnbiiepuHa. Jlaypeat
npemuu JBapja ['pura, apTUCT My3blKasbHOTO Jjieli61a ECM - OH 0MH U3 HEMHOTUX MY3bIKaHTOB,
BbIXO/I1leB U3 6bIBLIero CCCP, koTopoMy yZianoch cie1aTh YCIEeLUIHY0 Kapbepy Kak Ha eBPOMercKo, Tak
Y Ha MUPOBOU CLeHe.

K coxxasieHuto, 3TOT a/ibOOM BBIXOAUT MOCJIE er0 YX0Ja U3 3Toro Mupa. Muxauia (Muiia) Bcerjja MeuTast
0 COOpHUKE CBOUX IbeC, TAK KaK HEPEJIKO CJIbILIAJ OT KOJLJIEr-My3bIKaHTOB U CTYZE€HTOB 0 YKeJIaHUU
WUrpaTh ero My3bIKy. MuIlla HUKOT/IA He 3alKMChIBaJl CBOU KOMIIO3UI[MM HA HOTHI, 38 UCK/II0OYEHUEM
HeOOJIbIIUX KOPOTKUX 3aMeToK. OH NMpeANouYnTaI HE BTUCKUBATh MY3bIKy B PAMKHU HOT, HO KaK ObI
TBOPUTD €€ KaXK/IbIi pa3 3aHoBO. [loaToMy npescTosiia 60/ibiasg paboTa Mo TPAHCKPUIIIUU €T0
NPOU3BEJIEHUH C ayiM0 U BUJ€0 HOCUTEJIEeN.

Bcto cBOIO TBOPUYECKYIO )KU3Hb MHUIIa CTPEMUJICS CTePeTh IPaHULbl MEX/Y XKaHpPaMH,

MeX/1y aKaJleMU4YeCKOU My3bIKOH U POJIbKJIOPOM, MEX/Iy UMIPOBU3aLEN U KAMEPHON MY3bIKOH.
3acTaBUTb BCe 3ByYaTh KaK HOBBIM SI3bIK, HE UMeHIIUH IpaHull. [IpocToTa H3/10:KeHUS ObLIA TJIABHOU
ero 0co6eHHOCTb10. OH CBOGOZIHO OTHOCUJICS K MYy3bIKaJIbHOMY MaTepuasly 1 OblJ BCerjja OTKPbIT HOBbIM
ujesaM. Haseemcs, aToT cO0OpHUK 6y/1eT He TOJIKO MOBO/OM /IJI1 MHOTMX MY3bIKaHTOB YI/1yOUTbCS

B CBOM BHYTPEHHU U UCTOYHUK GaHTA3UU U BOOOPAXKEHUS, HO U MOCYKUAT MIPUMEPOM MOUCKA CBOeH
COOGCTBEHHOW UH/IUBU/IyaJIbHOCTH U YHUKAJIbHOCTH.

JdBesnvHa [leTpoBa
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Jeg er norsk i dag
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stop the metronome
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Her first dance
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Giardino di Boboli
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Giardino di Boboli
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To F. Chopin
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Mikhail Alperin: 15 piano pieces
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Mikhail Alperin: 15 piano pieces Nostalgia

Nostalgia
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Jump

Mikhail Alperin: 15 piano pieces
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Lullaby

Mikhail Alperin: 15 piano pieces
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Lullaby

Mikhail Alperin: 15 piano pieces
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Jewish boy

Mikhail Alperin: 15 piano pieces

Jewish Boy
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Nightfall

Nightfall

Mikhail Alperin: 15 piano pieces
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Mikhail Alperin: 15 piano pieces
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Transcription sources and details on the music

The sources for the transcriptions in this publication are two CDs,
Soundcloud streaming files and other recordings.

CDs

Athome, ECM 1768, 2001
Pieces from At home: At home, Shadows, Nostalgia, Nightfall

Her first dance, ECM 1995, 2008

Pieces from Her first dance: April in February, Her first dance, Tiflis, Jump

Music, JARO 4214-2,1998

Piece from Music: Jeg er norsk i dag

Soundcloud streaming files

Pieces from Soundcloud album Alone in the hall accessed at

https://soundcloud.com/mikhail-alperin/ Giardini di Boboli, To F. Chopin,
Rain, Lullaby, Jewish boy

Other recordings

The piece Jeg er norsk i dag is also transcribed from a recording
done at a solo concert in Parma, 2006.

Some details on the music

The pieces in this publication are all for piano solo, but for some there are other original scores:

Jeg er norsk i dag, originally for piano, percussion and clarinet trio
Her first dance, originally for piano and flugelhorn duet
Tiflis, originally for piano, cello and french horn trio

Hit, originally for project ensemble. Alperin himself adjusted the piece for solo piano from the
project for ensemble (2014).
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